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Abstract

The transformation of rural communities on Lombok Island, West Nusa Teng-
gara (NTB, Indonesia) through education and tourism has made a significant con-
tribution to improving the welfare of the local population. This research aims to 
explore what and how this transformation occurs. Lombok was chosen because 
it is included in the Super Priority Destinations (DSP) and the Indonesian Ministry 
of Tourism and Creative Economy has implemented a free Cleanliness, Health, 
Safety and Environment Sustainability (CHSE) certification program for the tour-
ism industry in Lombok. Qualitative methodology was used in this research. Data 
were obtained through observation techniques, semi-structured interviews with 
the Deputy Governor of NTB, the head of the NTB regional research agency, 
and Focus Group Discussions (FGD) between MSME representatives and re-
searchers in the Bilebante tourist village, Central Lombok. Qualitative data were 
analysed regarding community transformation related to education and tourism. 
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Supporting data is taken from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS). Several in-
formants were involved to explain how the involvement of education and tour-
ism in the transformation process had a positive impact on their welfare. The 
results show that Lombok’s regional income (including education and tourism) 
has increased, where indicators of physical progress can be seen, namely mod-
ern Islamic boarding school education and Lombok tourism which is increasingly 
known to the world.
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Introduction

Education and tourism are two elements that are closely related to achieving the 
prosperity of a nation. Through education, the quality of tourism human resources 
can be improved, and simultaneously welfare will increase along with the large 
number of tourists who come as a result of quality tourism human resources (Fitri, 
2019; Pristiwasa, 2021; PBB, 2016). Education and tourism in Lombok, NTB, have 
undergone a transformation from a traditional atmosphere to a modern atmosphere. 
This study will discuss the transformation of rural communities in Lombok, NTB 
from the perspective of education and tourism launched by the NTB regional 
government. Previous research regarding the close relationship between education 
and tourism and the transformation of rural communities in Lombok has been 
carried out, including research by Padabain and Nugroho (2018) which examined 
the implementation of the Community Empowerment Tourism Village Program in 
Mas Village, Ubud Regency, Gianyar Regency, Bali Province. This research 
explores the transformation of education and tourism in Lombok, NTB.

A study of the role and relationship between tourism and education in improv-
ing the welfare of local communities shows that these two sectors support each 
other and can contribute significantly to sustainable development. Here are some 
international cases that illustrate how tourism and education work together to 
improve the welfare of local communities, namely in Bali Indonesia, Costa Rica, 
Bhutan and Kenya.

In terms of tourism, Bali is one of the most famous tourist destinations in the 
world. Tourism has become a major economic pillar, creating jobs and increasing 
the income of local communities. In terms of education, many schools and univer-
sities in Bali offer study programs that focus on tourism and hospitality (Clifton & 
Benson, 2006). For example, the Bali Tourism College provides special education 
in tourism management. Tourism-focused education helps create a skilled work-
force that can meet the needs of the tourism industry. This improves the quality of 
services and tourist experiences, which in turn supports local economic growth. 
Training programs and short courses organised by educational institutions also 



Ismawati et al. 3

provide opportunities for local residents to improve their skills, so as to compete 
in an increasingly competitive tourism labour market Krisna Balinese souvenirs, 
Sukawati Art Market, Joger Bali, Ubud Art Market, the Bali Basket offers a unique 
concept as a souvenir centre that combines the concept of souvenir shops, tourist 
attractions, restaurants, and training centres (Bali Tourism Board, 2023).

In terms of tourism, Costa Rica is known for its ecotourism, which utilises 
natural riches and biodiversity as the main attraction. In terms of education, uni-
versities in Costa Rica, such as the University of Costa Rica, offer study programs 
that focus on environmental conservation and ecotourism (Honey, 2008). 
Educational programs that emphasise the importance of environmental conserva-
tion help create awareness among local Costa Rican communities about the 
importance of preserving the natural environment for sustainable tourism. The 
involvement of local Costa Rican communities in ecotourism programs, sup-
ported by adequate education, helps create jobs that support the local economy 
without damaging the environment (University of Costa Rica, 2023).

Bhutan has adopted a tourism model based on high quality and low volume, 
with a focus on cultural and environmental preservation. Bhutan’s education 
system integrates lessons about the importance of preserving culture and the envi-
ronment, in line with the country’s philosophy of Gross National Happiness 
(Royal Government of Bhutan, 2018). Education that promotes cultural and envi-
ronmental preservation prepares local people to become tour guides who can 
provide authentic experiences to tourists, while maintaining the authenticity of 
Bhutan’s culture and environment (Ritchie & Crouch, 2003). Revenue from 
tourism is reinvested in the education system, strengthening the reciprocal rela-
tionship between these two sectors.

Tourism in Kenya relies heavily on safari tourism and biodiversity. Kenya 
Wildlife Service (KWS) and various educational institutions offer training programs 
for local communities in wildlife management and sustainable tourism. Training and 
education in wildlife management help local communities manage natural resources 
in a sustainable way, thereby supporting long-term tourism. Involvement of local 
communities in sustainable tourism through education increases community accept-
ance and support for conservation efforts, ultimately improving their economic 
well-being through tourism revenues (Akama & Kieti, 2007; KWS, 2023).

Literature Review

The case of tourism and education in Lombok needs to be analysed for four 
reasons: first, Lombok tourist destinations are developing rapidly. Lombok 
experienced significant growth in tourism, especially after the creation of the 
Mandalika Special Economic Zone, which aimed to improve tourism infrastructure 
and attract international visitors. Untapped Potential: In contrast to Bali, Lombok 
is still relatively underdeveloped, providing a unique opportunity to study the 
impact of tourism in the early stages of its development. 

Second, socio-economic context, tourism can improve the local economy by 
creating jobs, increasing income, and encouraging small businesses. Understanding 
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these impacts on Lombok can provide insight into how similar areas might 
develop. In terms of Education and Skills Development, assessing the role of edu-
cation programs in equipping the local workforce with the skills needed in the 
tourism industry is very important. This can help design better education policies 
that suit economic needs. 

Third, cultural and environmental considerations. Lombok offers a rich cul-
tural and traditional experience. Analysing the impact of tourism on the preserva-
tion and promotion of local culture can provide valuable lessons for sustainable 
tourism practices. As a growing tourist destination, studying Lombok can help 
understand how tourism affects natural resources and what steps can reduce nega-
tive impacts, ensuring long-term sustainability. 

Fourth, Comparative Analysis with Bali. While Bali is an established tourism 
hub, Lombok provides a contrast as a developing destination. Comparing the two 
can highlight different developmental stages and strategies that are successful or 
need improvement.

Fifth, Government Support and Policy: The Indonesian Government shows 
strong support for developing Lombok as a major tourist destination. Studying 
this area can reveal the effectiveness of government policy and its role in regional 
development.

Other scientific reasons can be studied from Law number 10 of 2009 article 4 
which states that tourism aims to: increase economic growth; improving commu-
nity welfare; eradicating poverty; overcoming unemployment; preserving nature, 
the environment and resources; promote culture; raising the nation’s image; foster 
a sense of love for the country; strengthening national identity and unity; and 
strengthening international friendship (Law No. 10 of 2009).

To realise this tourist destination, support from various facilities and services pro-
vided by the community, entrepreneurs, the Government and the Regional Government 
is needed. Lombok was chosen because it is included in the Super Priority Destinations 
(DSP) and the Indonesian Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy has imple-
mented a free Cleanliness, Health, Safety and Environment Sustainability (CHSE) 
certification program for the tourism industry in Lombok, NTB.

According to K. Krapt and Hunziker (in Yoeti, OK, 2008) tourism is a human 
activity carried out manually with the awareness that they receive services alter-
nately between people in their own country/abroad, including the residence of 
people from other areas temporary. looking for satisfaction that is varied and dif-
ferent from what he experienced, where he got a permanent job. According to 
Meyers (2009), Tourism is the activity of travelling with the aim of obtaining 
enjoyment, seeking satisfaction, knowing something, improving health, enjoying 
exercise or rest, fulfilling duties, going on a pilgrimage and so on. Kane and 
Tucker (2004) define tourism as a trip that people undertake temporarily, from one 
place to another, leaving their place of origin, with a plan and with the intention of 
not trying or making a living. in different places visited, but solely for the pleasure 
of sightseeing and recreational activities or to fulfil various desires (Akib, 2020; 
Sunaryo et al., 2022).

Developing tourism in Lombok requires community empowerment. Padabain and 
Nugroho (2018) stated that community empowerment aims to create an independent 
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and prosperous society, able to explore and utilise the potential that exists in their 
respective regions and help communities to be free from backwardness or poverty. 
Therefore, Lombok, with its people’s ability to utilise natural and cultural resources, 
has the potential to build economic acceleration, which is now starting to be seen in 
several sectors (Padabain & Nugroho, 2018).

An indicator of the success of tourism development in Lombok can be seen 
from the relocation of rural communities who are still in harmony with residents 
who have become part of the modernity of Lombok Island, giving rise to a sense 
of satisfaction (Akib, 2020). Community satisfaction is achieved through social 
interactions that strengthen social culture, not property/comfort consumption. 
Developing rural-regional marketing strategies that can better articulate the socio-
cultural dimensions of communities can increase awareness of place-based values/
characteristics prior to relocation to avoid conformity and costs to poor communi-
ties (Ragusa, 2022).

Tourism is a variety of tourist activities supported by various facilities and 
services provided by the community, entrepreneurs, government and local gov-
ernments. In Indonesia, tourism aims to: increase economic growth; improving 
community welfare; eradicating poverty; overcoming unemployment; preserving 
nature, the environment and resources; promote culture; raising the nation’s 
image; foster a sense of love for the country; strengthening national identity and 
unity; and strengthen friendship between nations (Republic of Indonesia Tourism 
Law, 2009). The function of tourism development is emphasised for the welfare of 
the Indonesian people, including rural communities on the island of Lombok, 
NTB (Akib, 2020).

Lombok is one of the islands which is separated by Lombok Strait from Bali next 
to the West and Alas Strait East of Sumbawa. This island is round with a kind of ‘tail’ 
on the side, Southwest, which is approximately 70 km long. The island’s area of   5,435 
km² places it in 108th place list of islands by region in the world. Lombok was chosen 
in this research because it has many unique things in terms of nature, culture, various 
foods and many others. However, what has been talked about most recently is the 
natural beauty of Lombok Island. Starting from Senggigi Beach, Malimbu Beach, 
Sekotong Beach, Kuta Beach, Central Lombok, Sendang Gile Waterfall, Tiu Kelep 
Waterfall and many more beautiful things on Lombok Island. It is not surprising that 
many tourists, both foreign and domestic, come through Lombok International Airport 
(picture 4) to spend time together enjoying the natural beauty of Lombok Island 
(Rimbakita, 2022; Tempo, 2018; Wulandari, 2021). Figure 6 shows the Lombok 
International Airport where researchers and tourists enter Lombok Island.

Figure 1 shows the beautiful island of Lombok seen from the coast with fishing 
boats and also for tourists who come who want to witness the beauty of Lombok 
Island directly from close range. Lombok Strait marks the boundaries plant and 
fauna of Asia. Starting from Lombok Island to the east, the flora and fauna show 
more similarities to the flora and fauna found in Indonesia and Australia than in 
Asia. The scientist who first stated this was Alfred Russell Wallace, an English 
citizen in the 19th century. From 1854 to 1862, this British researcher travelled 
around Indonesia to collect biological specimens (Nailufar, 2020; Rimbakita, 
2022). In honour of him, this boundary is called the Wallace Line. 

https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selat_Lombok
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bali
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barat
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selat_Alas
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumbawa
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barat_daya
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daftar_pulau_menurut_luas_wilayah
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selat_Lombok
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flora
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fauna
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Russel_Wallace
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garis_Wallace
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Figure 2 shows the Wallace Line, an imaginary line that separates Central 
Indonesia (including Lombok) and Eastern Indonesia. This line was created 
because there are differences in the characteristics of flora and fauna in the area. 
This line is named after its discoverer, Alfred Russel Wallace.

The line stretches across Southeast Asia, across the narrow waters between 
Borneo and Sulawesi and between Bali and Lombok. While not an official border, 
the Wallace Line acts as a natural barrier for many animals, demonstrating how 
physical barriers can divide habitats even if they are close together.

Figure 1. Lombok Island.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lombok.

Figure 2. Wallace Line.

Source: Prakoso (2025). 
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The Wallace Line plays a significant role in the evolution of species. The striking 
differences between the fauna on either side of the line inspired Alfred Russel 
Wallace to develop the theory of evolution with Charles Darwin. Wallace observed 
that species do not arise randomly, but evolve according to their environment. 
(Source:https://www.tempo.co/sains/mengenal-garis-wallace-batas-alam-yang-
tidak-dilewati-spesies-apa-pun-1209846) The topography of Lombok Island is 
dominated by the beautiful volcano Rinjani, which reaches 3,726 meters above sea 
level and makes it the third highest in Indonesia. This volcano last erupted in June-
July 1994. In the year of 1997, the mountainous area and the Segara Anak lake in the 
middle were declared protected by the government. The southern region of the 
island of Lombok mostly consists of fertile land used for agricultural commodities 
commonly grown in this region include corn, paddy, coffee, tobacco and cotton.

The people of Lombok are also known to have high tolerance. The harmonious 
combination of tourism and religion made Lombok awarded as the World’s Best 
Halal and the World’s Best Halal Honeymoon 2015 in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates.

Lombok Island is included in the Lesser Sunda Islands. The small islands that 
surround Lombok Island are called Gili. There are three Gilis which are tourist 
favourites for snorkelling, diving and fishing activities, including Gili Trawangan, 
Gili Air and Gili Meno. Not only these three dykes, other dykes in the archipelago 
also have very beautiful charm. As an island community, the people of Lombok 
are not yet familiar with organisational culture (Hermawan & Loo, 2019; Irawanto 
et al., 2011a, 2011b; Selvarajah & Meyer, 2017; Selvarajah et al., 2016). There are 
strong indications that cultural norms in Lombok’s legacy of social interaction are 
the ‘soul’ of modern business. This requires transformation. The problem is, what 
is the picture and form of community transformation on Lombok Island through 
education and tourism? Has this transformation succeeded in making the people 
of Lombok better and more prosperous?

Method

Qualitative research methods (Creswell, 2012; Ismawati, 2016; Sosa-Díaz & 
Valverde-Berrocoso, 2022) used in this research included observation, semi-
structured interviews and focus group discussions (FGD). The qualitative research 
approach in this study uses in-depth interviews: namely, conducting interviews 
with key stakeholders such as deputy governors, tourism managers, school 
teachers, lecturers and local communities to gain an in-depth view of the impact 
of tourism and education in Lombok on the local economy. FGD, namely holding 
FGDs with various stakeholders to understand the dynamics and perceptions 
regarding the role of tourism and education in the local economy, was held at the 
house of the deputy governor, at Mataram University, at Nahdatul Wathan 
University, at Hamzanwadi University, at the NTB regional research office, at the 
industry office, and at the NTB Language office. Figure 7 shows the campus of 
Mataram University where researchers held an FGD with the rector and lecturers 
regarding education and tourism on Lombok Island.

https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunung_berapi
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rinjani
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jagung
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Padi
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kopi
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tembakau
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kapas
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Table 1. Research Team from Indonesian Universities Who Came to Lombok.

University Name Campus Address

Widya Dharma University Klaten, Central Java, Indonesia
University 17 August 1945 Semarang, Central Java, Indonesia
Mangunwijaya Catholic Polytechnic Semarang, Central Java, Indonesia
As’adiyah Islamic Institute Sengkang, South Sulawesi, Indonesia
LPP Polytechnic Jogjakarta, Indonesia
Slamet Riyadi University Surakarta, Central Java, Indonesia
UNISNU Jepara, Central Java, Indonesia
PGRI University Semarang, Central Java, Indonesia
STIT MADINA Sragen, Central Java, Indonesia
Lambung Mangkurat University Banjarmasin, South Kalimantan, Indonesia
Kendari Muhammadiyah University* Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia
PGRI Nusantara University Kediri, East Java, Indonesia
Alma Atta University Jogjakarta, Indonesia
Nahdlatul Wathan University Mataram, NTB, Indonesia
STIKES Yarsi Mataram, NTB, Indonesia
Hamzanwadi University East Lombok, NTB, Indonesia
Krisnadwipayana University Jakarta, Indonesia
Mataram University Mataram, NTB, Indonesia

Note: *Absent.

In-depth observations were also carried out when researchers were in Lombok 
during the 2022 holidays so that they could produce a more comprehensive study 
on education. and tourism in Lombok. Semi-structured interviews were conducted 
at the official residence of the deputy governor of NTB with sources from the 
deputy governor of NTB and the head of the NTB regional research service.

In this study, the research team came from 17 universities (Suara NTB, 2022) 
from Lombok Island and from outside Lombok Island and had to travel by land or 
air to make observations. Several observation models were used in this research. 
Participatory observation is a data collection method used to collect research data 
through observation and sensing, where researchers are involved in the daily lives of 
informants. Also, unstructured observations, namely observations carried out 
without using observation guidelines, so that researchers develop their observations 
based on developments that occur in the field. Group observation is an observation 
carried out by a research team on a problem that is the object of research.

The final method used to collect data is through FGD, which is an effort to find 
the meaning of a problem by a group of researchers through discussion, so that 
there are no misunderstandings by the researcher. FGDs were held at Mataram 
University, Nahdlatul Wathan Mataram University, and Hamzanwadi University.

The names of universities that participate in research and community service 
on the island of Lombok provided in Table 1. They consist of 17 universities from 
various regions in Indonesia. Apart from the research team from 17 universities, 
this research also involved several informants, including: informant from East 
Lombok Regency High School Supervisor, informant from Nahdlatul Wathan 
Anjani High School Teacher, informant from Benteng Vocational School Teacher, 
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informant from East Lombok State 1 Madrasah Aliyah Teacher, informant from 
State 2 Elementary School Teacher, informant from Selong Model State Madrasah 
Tsanawiyah Teacher, Head informant Madrasah Aliyah Negeri 1 East Lombok, 
informant, Religion Teacher at SD Negeri 5 Pringgajurang. Also, resource persons 
from the Deputy Governor of NTB and the NTB Provincial Government Team 
who were present at the official residence of the Deputy Governor of NTB, namely 
the Head of the Tourism Service, the Head of the Regional Research Agency, and 
the Director of the Bilebante Tourism Village, as well as the Head of Bilebante 
Village, Central Lombok, NTB.

Implementation of Interviews and FGDs

The methodological details regarding what exactly was done and how exactly the 
method was applied are as follows. First, we submitted a proposal to the NTB 
Deputy Governor that we, from 17 universities in Indonesia, would hold an 
academic gathering in the NTB province to see firsthand the transformation of 
potential tourist destinations through improving the education system and the 
progress of tourism development in NTB and its impact on the community through 
direct interviews. Figure 3 shows FGD participants who came from 17 universities 
in Indonesia. They took a photo with the Deputy Governor of NTB, Mrs Siti 
Rohmi D (in white in the middle of the front row) at the official residence of the 

Figure 3. FGD participants at the NTB Deputy Governor’s Office.
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deputy governor of NTB. The NTB Deputy Governor responded to our proposal 
and expressed her willingness to receive us at the NTB Deputy Governor’s official 
residence (photo attached). In this agreement, the NTB Deputy Governor, together 
with the head of the tourism office, the head of the NTB regional research agency, 
the head of the statistics office, and other related officials, received us in an FGD 
at the NTB Deputy Governor’s official residence. The NTB Deputy Governor and 
NTB officials invited by the NTB Deputy Governor acted as resource persons, 
and we, representatives from 17 universities, acted as questioners. It so happened 
that the NTB Deputy Governor was our friend when we were studying for our 
master’s at the Surabaya Institute of Technology. From the Deputy Governor’s 
official residence, we continued with field observations.

Our first observation was conducted in the traditional village of the Sasak tribe, 
the observation was conducted by interviewing UMKM actors regarding the pro-
gress of the tourism sector, especially by seeing the many Sasak Tribe people who 
are looking for additional income by making various souvenirs, not only woven 
fabrics, but also various culinary delights and the many home stays and productive 
tourist villages. The interview results were validated with statistical data presented 
in the research results section. Figure 4 shows a traditional Sasak house in Lombok 
where researchers obtained typical Sasak souvenirs in the form of woven cloth 
and various wooden souvenirs made by local residents.

The composition and number of Focus Group Interviews conducted with 
details of the questions asked are as follows: interviews regarding Education 
transformation were conducted with the head of the regional research agency, and 

Figure 4. Sasak Tribe Tourist Village.
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continued with FGD at Mataram University led by the rector of Mataram 
University, continued with FGD at Hamzanwadi University led by the vice rector 
for academic affairs, and FGD at Nahdlatul Wathan University, Mataram, led by 
the vice rector for academic affairs. So that FGDs were conducted four times, 
namely at the official residence of the NTB deputy governor and at the three uni-
versities mentioned above. The FGD also discussed Secondary Macroeconomic 
Data, taken from various sources, which were requested by FGD participants.

Results and Discussion

Transformation in Education

From the informants, it is known that there has been a transformation of education 
in Lombok, from Islamic boarding school-style education to modern education. 
From the informants, it is known that the people of Lombok are known as a 
religious society, so that the education system in Lombok is known as Islamic 
boarding school education, which has transformed into a modern Islamic boarding 
school with learning English and Arabic as international languages. A well-known 
and respected figure in the world of Lombok education is Tuan Guru Kyai Haji 
(TGKH) Muhammad Zainuddin Abdul Madjid (Noor et al., 2014). Another name 
is HAMZANWADI which is an abbreviation of Haji Muhammad Zainuddin 
Abdul Madjid Nahdlatul Wathan Diniyah Islamiah because he founded the 
Nahdlatul Wathan school as a forum for struggle with three focuses of struggle, 
namely the fields of da’wah, social and education.

The field of da’wah is realised in the form of lectures (recitations) which are 
carried out from one village to another, from one mosque to another (Hamdi, 
2018; Noor et al., 2014). Struggle in the social and educational fields is mani-
fested in the form of formal and non-formal institutions. Social sector institutions 
that are still standing strong and running today are the Darul Arkam NW Pancor 
Orphanage and several other orphanages spread across several villages, as well as 
educational institutions that are widely spread from kindergartens to universities. 
The parent educational institution, which is the focus of the struggle in the educa-
tion sector, is named NWDI (Asyári et al., 2015).

Establishing educational institutions at a time when society was still colonised 
and some ulama only focused on guiding their congregation, HAMZANWADI real-
ised that only through educational institutions (madrasas) would the output be more 
effective, systematic and measurable so that they could compete on the global stage. 
market (Hamdi, 2018). This is a real transformation in the field of education.

The spirit of building a generation through education has been Hamzanwadi’s 
commitment from the start, that all his students must be able to prepare them-
selves by mastering knowledge in all fields in order to become human beings who 
are able to compete in the future. This can be seen from the message contained in 
the mass reflection testament in stanza 115 (Hamzanwadi, 1998). The spirit of 
becoming people who are able to compete in the future inspires residents on 
Lombok Island and NTB Province, which in 2022 will have a total of 5,800 stu-
dents. Details can be seen in Table 2.
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The educational transformation that occurred in Lombok was a change in the 
traditional Islamic boarding school education model to a modern Islamic boarding 
school by adding the study of cultural aspects, tourism and English and Arabic to 
communication practices in Islamic boarding schools, so that it also had a positive 
impact. the influence on economic growth with the large number of students who 
come from various corners of Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei, etc.

Meanwhile, economic growth data shows that the economy of West Nusa 
Tenggara in the first quarter of 2023, compared to the first quarter of 2022, grew 
by 3.57%. In terms of production, Construction experienced the highest growth of 
12.76%. In terms of expenditure, the PMTB component experienced the highest 
growth of 6.21% (BPS, 2023). From the results of interviews with the deputy 
governor of NTB, it is known that the economy of West Nusa Tenggara in the first 
quarter of 2023, compared to the previous quarter, experienced a contraction of 
2.37% (q-to-q). From the production side, the Processing Industry Business Field 
experienced the deepest contraction of 15.23%. Meanwhile, in terms of expendi-
ture, the Export of Goods and Services component experienced the highest con-
traction of 20.17% (BPS, 2023).

Gross regional domestic product in Table 3 above is the total gross value added 
arising from the entire economy in Lombok and West Nusa Tenggara. Calculating 
gross regional domestic product aims to assist NTB policymaking or evaluate 
development results, which can provide information regarding the economic per-
formance of Lombok and NTB.

From Table 3 above, it can be seen that NTB’s Gross Domestic Product has 
increased significantly, which shows that economic conditions are getting better. 
Improvements related to tourism include points H and I, namely H. Transportation 
and Warehousing, which includes:

1. Railway Transportation
2. Land Transportation
3. Sea Transportation
4. River, Lake and Ferry Transport
5. Air Freight
6. Warehousing and Transportation, Postal and Courier Support Services. 

Meanwhile, another aspect that is directly related to tourism is component 
I, namely

I. Provision of accommodation and food and drink, which includes:
1. Provision of accommodation
2. Providing food and drinks

The Uniqueness of Educational Transformation in Lombok

Table 4 shows the names of Islamic boarding schools in Lombok that have 
transformed from a traditional education model to a modern education model. 
Education in Lombok is Islamic boarding school-based and the majority is managed 
by the Islamic Foundation. Objective: To perfect the sentence of Allah Izzul Islam 
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Table 3. NTB Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP) 2021–2022.

GRDP Based on Current Prices According to Business Sector (Million Rupiah)

GRDP Sub Category 2021 2022

A. Agriculture, forestry and fisheries 31932659.95 33568409.97
1. Agriculture, livestock, hunting and agricultural 
services

25015629.12 26099789.24

A. Plants 13335727.74 13909006.85
B. Horticultural plants 3759169.55 3921907.26
C. Plantation crops 1983899.19 2036943.88
D. Livestock 5462398.44 5746654.32
E. Agricultural and hunting services 474434.20 485276.93
2. Forestry and logging 118339.13 124792.64
3. Fisheries 6798691.69 7343828.10
B. Mining and quarrying 24283231.44 31964964.23
1. Oil, gas and geothermal mining 0.00 0.00
2. Coal and coal mining 0.00 0.00
3. Metal ore mining 19865195.95 27464490.00
4. Mining and other excavations 4418035.49 4500474.23
C. Processing industry 5603558.34 5906730.84
1. Coal industry and oil and gas refining 0.00 0.00
A. Coal industry 0.00 0.00
B. Oil and gas refinery 0.00 0.00
2. Food and beverage industry 2921380.47 3082420.39
3. Tobacco processing 1350469.28 1421809.00
4. Textile and apparel industry 227426.26 239354.18
5. Leather industry, leather goods and footwear 0.00 0.00
6. Wood industry, goods made from wood and 
cork as well as woven goods made from bamboo, 
rattan and the like

356297.37 382339.13

7. Paper and paper products industry, printing 
and recording media reproduction

81312.41 88150.80

8. Chemical, pharmaceutical and traditional 
medicine industries

19095.77 19957.67

9. Rubber, rubber and plastic products industry 4810.15 5124.58
10. Non-metallic mineral goods industry 294107.91 302242.73
11. Basic metal industry 11555.93 12289.95
12. Metal, computer, electronic goods, optical 
and electrical equipment industries

71745.54 76360.54

13. YTDL machinery and equipment industry 0.00 0.00
14. Transportation equipment industry 97466.36 101494.43
15. Furniture industry 116656.34 122256.14
16. Other processing industries, repair and 
installation services for machinery and equipment

51234.56 52931.30

D. Procurement of electricity and gas 120381.04 133160.39
1. Electricity 120180.02 132946.17
2. Gas procurement and ice production 201.01 214.22
E. Water supply, waste management, 
waste and recycling

113928.76 124102.51

F. Construction 13667297.64 14126877.64

(Table 3 continued)
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GRDP Based on Current Prices According to Business Sector (Million Rupiah)

GRDP Sub Category 2021 2022

G. Wholesale and retail trade; car and 
motorcycle repair shop

19596830.10 21743431.47

1. Car, motorcycle and repair trading 2619447.98 2900702.52
2. Wholesale and retail trade, not cars and 
motorbikes

16977382.12 18842728.95

H. Transportation and warehousing
1. Railway transportation 6995554.040.00 8663005.130.00
2. Land transportation 3471502.25 3946130.90
3. Sea transportation 268512.62 311590.92
4. River lake and ferry transport 1681457.88 2016217.19
5. Air freight 1239997.06 1962698.52
6. Warehousing and transportation, postal and 
courier support services

334084.24 426367.60

I. Provision of accommodation and food 
and drink

1973000.85 2577170.32

1. Provision of accommodation 928207.13 1261803.30
2. Providing food and drinks 1044793.71 1315367.02
J. Information and communication 3095890.63 3248688.30
K. Financial services and insurance 5943618.42 6481037.60
1. Financial intermediary services 4941038.60 5354700.35
2. Insurance and pension funds 216345.09 229374.56
3. Other financial services 785048.49 895352.03
4. Financial support services 1186.24 1610.66
L. Real estate 4464723.83 4734495.26
M, N. Corporate services 240308.79 272250.82
O. Government administration, defence 
and mandatory social security

9096020.43 9492361.98

P. Education services 7168635.16 7611141.21
Q. Health services and social activities 2930916.41 3043232.45
R, S, T, U. Other services 2889410.34 3252993.86
Regional gross domestic product 140115966.15 156944054.00

Source: Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Nusa Tenggara Barat (2023).

(Table 3 continued)

wal Muslimin and happiness in the world and the hereafter. Efforts made to achieve 
these goals, which are also stated in the AD are: (a) Improving mutt: education and 
culture in accordance with Islamic teachings. (b) Establishing madrasas/schools, 
student dormitories, places of worship and health centres. (c) Broadcasting the 
Islamic religion through tabligh-tablig, recitations, publications and other da’wah 
media. (d) Turn on a fertile soul, ask for help, increase social charity and charity. (e) 
Organising courses, libraries and reading parks. (f) Maintaining Islamic brotherhood 
and community peace. (g) Cooperate with other groups.

Based on the results of observations and interviews conducted with education 
supervisors, teachers and school principals, information can be obtained about the 
transformation of Islamic boarding school education into modern education with 
santri culture on Lombok Island at the basic education level. socio-cultural values. 
A manifestation of the transformation of Islamic boarding school education on 
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Table 4. Transforming Islamic Boarding Schools in Lombok.

Name of the Islamic Boarding 
School Superiority

Syeh Zainuddin NW Anjani 
Islamic Boarding School

It has 12 educational units, both formal and 
informal, consisting of elementary to tertiary 
levels, with thousands of students.

Darunnahdlatain Islamic Boarding 
School

Often wins at the West Nusa Tenggara provincial 
level.

Nurul Harmain Islamic Boarding 
School NW Narmada

It has 2,000 students from various regions in 
Indonesia, with a communication system between 
students using Arabic and English.

Lendang Nangka Tohir Yasin 
Islamic Boarding School

Become a centre for Islamic boarding-based 
community economic development.

Ulil Albaab Islamic Boarding 
School NW Gegek

Has many business institutions as a source of 
income for Islamic boarding schools. Has digital-
based financial management and is committed to 
developing the surrounding community.

Nurul Hakim Islamic Boarding 
School, Kediri

Using English and Arabic,
has students who come from various regions. 
Implementing a modern education system by 
adopting formal and informal curricula.

Islahudiny Kediri Islamic Boarding 
School

Islamic boarding schools that were born before 
Indonesian independence. Studying the Yellow 
Book, Nahwu and Syaraf. The students come 
from all over Indonesia.

Munirul Arifin Islamic Boarding 
School NW Praya

Prioritises religious studies and general studies, 
uses Arabic and English in daily communication.

Al Kasyif Modern Islamic Boarding 
School

Students are taught the spirit of leadership at this 
Islamic Boarding School, and also study a lot of 
religious lessons

DLM NW Aiklomak Ulama 
Islamic Boarding School

Integrating Sasak culture into the Islamic boarding 
school, the entire building is made with rice 
barns and Sasak buildings. uses Arabic and English 
(Debate Champion) and has seven sources.

Ibnu Mas’ud Islamic Boarding 
School

Full student learning for 24 hours

Darul Muhajirin Praya Islamic 
Boarding School

Use Arabic and English in the Islamic boarding 
school environment.

Abu Hurairah Islamic Boarding 
School, Mataram

The best Islamic boarding school in Lombok with 
a focus on becoming Tahfidz

As-Sunnah Islamic Boarding 
School

The students come from within and outside the 
province. NTT. Java, Claimantan, and Aceh.

Qomarul Huda Islamic Boarding 
School, Lombok

Providing junior high school, high school and 
university-level education.

Anas bin Malik Islamic Boarding 
School, East Lombok

Combining religious curriculum and curriculum 
from the government to produce a generation 
that is muttafaqih fiddin, becoming a cadre of 
leaders for society/nation,

Tahfidz Al Madani Islamic 
Boarding School, East Lombok

has many levels, but what is special is the Quran 
tahfidz program. with three programs.

Tahfidz Al Madani Islamic 
Boarding School, East Lombok

has many levels, but what is special is the Quran 
tahfidz program, with three programs.
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Lombok Island into modern education is the pattern of moral education, namely, 
elementary school students are taught the tak’lim muta’alim method (how to learn 
and teach). Students are taught how to have good morals by teachers in order to 
obtain knowledge that is blessed (useful). The form of ethics that is instilled is that 
students are taught to greet and kiss the teacher’s hand when they come to school.

In the socio-cultural field, the transformation of Islamic boarding school edu-
cation can be seen in the way they dress. Schools require students to dress like 
santri when they come to school on certain days, for example, on Fridays and 
religious holidays organised by the school. Students are required to wear Muslim 
clothing, it has even been made into a mandatory uniform to wear on certain days. 
Clothing is the most striking attribute as evidence of the transformation of Islamic 
boarding school education into modern education with a santri culture.

The transformation of Islamic boarding school education into modern education 
with santri culture at the middle and high school levels is often found in schools 
under the auspices of the Ministry of Religion, although it is also reflected in state 
schools under the auspices of the Ministry of Education and Culture. Islamic board-
ing school education, which has undergone a transformation into modern education 
at the junior and senior secondary education levels, is not much different from the 
basic education level, however, the style of Islamic boarding school education is 
more prominent when compared to elementary schools. The transformation of 
Islamic boarding school education is not only in the field of moral development, the 
practice of religious teachings, but also in the field of curriculum, which is outlined 
in extracurricular activities with the addition of ecotourism studies.

Apart from that, the Islamic boarding school education pattern that is develop-
ing in modern santri-based schools on Lombok Island is very closely related to 
tourism organisations, so that the Islamic boarding school education pattern that is 
developing in schools on Lombok Island is an ecotourism-based Islamic boarding 
school that prepares its students to become skilled tourist guides (Kementerian 
Agama Republik Indonesia, 2020).

There are also universities that open tourism departments, namely the College 
of Tourism and Muhammadiyah University of Mataram, which are open to all 
sons of the Indonesian nation. In general, private educational institutions located 
throughout West Nusa Tenggara have religious and national motivations with the 
aim of overcoming the difficulties of children who are not accommodated in state 
schools due to difficulties in educational facilities and infrastructure. and assist the 
Government in efforts to make the nation’s life smarter through tourism skills. 
One of the private universities in Mataram that is developing is Nahdhatul Wathan 
University, with a total of 7,000 students in 2022, which is also opening tourism 
studies in the LPPM.

Transformation in Tourism

Realising the tourism potential of Lombok Island, the local government is 
collaborating with various parties, especially universities, to launch a work 
program in the tourism sector by adding several typical Lombok icons (Sunaryo 
et al., 2022).
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Universities are centres of information and learning for students and the com-
munity in Lombok. Universities also play an important role in solving various 
problems that arise in society, including tourism problems. Education for 
Sustainable Development is a learning method for solving community problems 
through formal, informal and non-formal education with additional information 
about tourism in Lombok. This program aims to change the orientation of educa-
tion and learning so that every individual has the same opportunity to acquire 
knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and behaviour that can strengthen themselves 
in contributing to sustainable development, especially regarding tourism develop-
ment in Lombok. Figure 8 shows a traditional house of the Sasak tribe in Lombok. 
The researchers are wearing traditional Sasak clothes.

One form of learning for the community carried out by universities in Lombok 
is by providing various life skills training to women’s tourism organisations in 
Lombok, for example, typical Lombok weaving as souvenirs. Providing important 
training to solve various problems faced by women and men in Lombok society in 
the fields of education, agriculture, health and tourism, for example, in making 
souvenirs for tourists, making typical Lombok food as souvenirs for tourists.

The dynamics of higher education on the island of Lombok show tremendous 
enthusiasm among the younger generation, as has been researched by Garci (2022) 
in Central America and Binder et al. (2022) in Australia on the Experiences and 
Expectations of the Young Generation from Poor Environments (Garci, 2022). In 
Lombok, the younger generation also contributed great enthusiasm (interviews 
with lecturers from Hamzanwadi University and Nahdlatul Wathan and their stu-
dents), showing that they are enthusiastic about rising and transforming towards a 
modern and religious society through tourism. Figure 5 shows the Nahdlatul 
Wathan Mataram University campus where the researcher held an FGD with the 
vice chancellor and lecturers.

Figure 5. Nahdlatul Wathan University Mataram (Photo by Researcher).
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Figure 6. Icons at Lombok International Airport. 

Source: Lombok Island (2012). 

Figure 7. FGD Participants at the University of Mataram.
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Figure 8. Sasak Tribe Traditional House in Lombok and Today’s Tourists (Photo by 
Researcher).

Several Lombok tourism achievements have received international and national 
recognition. Kembang Kuning Tourism Village, East Lombok, won first place in 
the 2019 Archipelago Tourism Village Competition held by the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Ministry of Development of Disadvantaged Regions of the 
Republic of Indonesia and received a CHSE Certificate (Cleanliness, Health, 
Environmental Safety). Then, the tourist village of Sesaot, West Lombok district, 
received the 2019 Indonesia Sustainable Tourism Award in the environmental 
sector from the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy.

Also, the 2021 Sustainable Tourism Village Award and Certification with 
Bilebante Village, Central Lombok and Kembang Kuning Tourism Village, East 
Lombok. Not to forget, Tetebatu Tourism Village was successfully selected to 
represent Indonesia at the Best Tourism Award event held by UNWTO. This 
International Class Tourism Village Competition provides pride for the Indonesian 
people, especially the people of NTB, as well as an effort to advance Indonesian 
tourism at the global level. The harmonious combination of tourism and religion 
made Lombok awarded as The World’s Best Halal and The World’s Best Halal 
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Figure 9. FGD Participants on Lombok Tourism at Hamzanwadi University. 

Source: Hamzanwadi Team.

Honeymoon 2015 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
The five strategic programs of the regional government ‘NTB Gemilang’ are 

contained in the vision and mission of the Regional Medium Term Development 
Plan of the NTB Provincial Government, namely, superior tourism, industrialisa-
tion, developing human resource competitiveness, investment-friendly NTB, 
developing regional connectivity and accessibility, as well as a clean and sustain-
able NTB (Results of a semi-structured interview with the Deputy Governor of 
NTB 2022). In the mainstay tourism sector, there are six programs, namely, devel-
opment of small island (Gili) tourism, Mandalika Special Economic Zone, devel-
opment of the Unesco Rinjani Global Geopark, development of the Tambora 
National Geopark, development of world-class halal tourism, and alleviating 
poverty with a poverty alleviation approach. community-based tourism (with the 
formation of 99 tourist villages).

Based on records from the NTB Tourism Office, at least 15,000 tourism sector 
workers were affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. With details in the hospitality 
sector 6,150 people, in the tourism awareness group sector 2,421 people, in the 
travel/guide sector 1,383 people, porters 636 people, homestay 213 people, then 
the Creative Economy/IKM sector 2,241 people, Art Studio 363 people, Culinary 
229 people, 531 Boatmen and 833 cleaners, 

The 99 tourist villages program is producing results. The proof is that tourist villages in 
NTB have won various awards and championships. Of the 25 priority tourist villages 
for development by the NTB Provincial Government in 2019, a number of villages 
have received awards from the central government. ‘Among them, the Bilebante Green 
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Tourism Village, Central Lombok Regency, which was selected as the winner of two 
nature categories in the 2021 BCA Tourism Village Award competition, became a model 
village that received Tourism Village Certification in 2020 and various other awards’. 
(Interview with Deputy Governor of NTB)

The Deputy Governor of NTB stated that:

NTB’s economy in the first quarter of 2023 compared to the first quarter of 2022 
grew by 3.57%. In terms of production, Construction experienced the highest growth 
of 12.76%. ‘In terms of expenditure, the PMTB component experienced the highest 
growth of 6.21%’. For more details see (BPS, 2023)

With the development of the Mandalika circuit with support from the central 
government, NTB has succeeded in hosting the 2021 World Superbike and 2022 
MotoGP. This event has stimulated NTB’s tourism to become lively with 
skyrocketing tourist visits. The Samota-Sumbawa Motocross World Championship 
Series succeeded in leaving a good impression in the eyes of the international 
world, so that he was awarded the MXGP Best Media Opportunity category at the 
2022 MXGP Awards in Turkey (2022). MXGP produces money circulating in the 
NTB area of   up to IDR. 154.03 billion with the biggest impact on domestic 
circulation in the business sector of providing accommodation and food and drink, 
which reached Rp. 34.99 billion (Farida, 2022).

Another transformation of Lombok society is in the health sector. There are no 
health facilities with Islamic characteristics for the people of Lombok. The local 
government collaborated with religious leaders to form an Islamic-based founda-
tion, namely the West Nusa Tenggara Islamic Hospital Foundation (YARSI) and 
established the Siti Hajar Mataram Islamic Hospital, which is located in the city of 
Mataram. With the existence of the competency education regulations for nursing 
staff, YARSI has upgraded education from an academy to a College of Health 
(STIKES Yarsi Mataram).

Conclusion

The description and form of transformation of rural communities on Lombok Island 
through education and tourism is taking place very quickly and enthusiastically 
because all components involved, namely rural communities, universities, provincial 
government and other stakeholders, are synergising and helping each other non-stop, 
without stopping. waiting for funds from the central government. Transformation in 
the education sector can be seen in the physical form of modern schools and modern 
Islamic boarding schools, while transformation through tourism can be seen in the 
large number of rural communities involved in tourism activities. These two transfor-
mations succeeded in making Lombok society better, and Lombok Island became 
more widely known to local and foreign tourists while maintaining local wisdom as a 
religious society, but not a priori towards modernity. The transformation of Lombok 
society can be an example for communities in other parts of the world.
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Figure 10. Mandalika Circuit in Lombok. 

Source: Wikipedia (2025). 

Figure 11. STIKES Yarsi Mataram Campus (Photo by Researcher).
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